
8 Preface .

tion . Sentences which seemed in the least ambiguous were
preferably reprinted literally . The passages which I have re-
modeled or interpolated cover barely ten pages in print , and
concern mainly matters of form .

The mere enumeration of the manuscripts left by Marx
as a basis for Volume II proves the unparalleled conscien-
tiousness and strict self -criticism which he practiced in his
endeavor to fully elaborate his great economic discoveries
before he published them . This self -criticism rarely permit-
ted him to adapt his presentation of the subject , in content
as well as in form , to his ever widening horizon , which he
enlarged by incessant study .
The material for this second volume consists of the fol-

lowing parts : First , a manuscript entitled "A Contribution
to the Critique of Political Economy ," containing 1472
quarto pages in 23 divisions , written in the time from
August , 1861 , to June , 1863. It is a continuation of the
work of the same title , the first volume of which appeared
in Berlin , in 1859. It treats on pages 1-220 , and again
pages 1159-1472 , of the subject analyzed in Volume I of
"CAPITAL ," beginning with the transformation of money
into capital and continuing to the end of the volume , and
is the first draft for this subject . Pages 973-1158 deal with
capital and profit , rate of profit , merchant's capital and
money capital , that is to say with subjects which have been

farther developed in the manuscript for Volume III . The
questions belonging to Volume II and many of those which
are part of Volume III are not arranged by themselves in
this manuscript . They are merely treated in passing , espe-
cially in the section which makes up the main body of the
manuscript , viz .: pages 220-972 , entitled "Theories of Sur-
plus Value ." This section contains an exhaustive critical
history of the main point of political economy , the theory

of surplus value , and develops at the same time , in polemic

remarks against the position of the predecessors of Marx , most

of the points which he has later on discussed individually

and in their logical connection in Volume II and III. I re-


