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ditions being equal , produce the same value and surplus-

value , or profit, in the same time . But if they employ un-
equal quantities of actual labor , they cannot produce equal

surplus -values , or , as the Ricardians say , equal profits . Now

in reality , the exact opposite takes place . As a matter of
fact , equal capitals , regardless of the quantity of actual labor
employed by them, produce equal average profits in equal
times . Here we have , therefore , a clash with the law of value ,

which had been noticed by Ricardo himself , but which his
school was unable to reconcile . Rodbertus likewise could

not but note this contradiction . But instead of solving it ,

he made it a starting point of his utopia (Zur Erkenntniss ,
etc. ) . Marx had solved this contradiction even in his manu-
script for his "CRITIQUE OF POLITICAL ECOMONY ."
According to the plan of "CAPITAL ," this solution will be
made public in Volume III . Several months will pass before
this can be published . Hence those economists , who claim
to have discovered that Rodbertus is the secret source and

the superior predecessor of Marx , have now an opportunity
to demonstrate what the economics of Rodbertus can accom-
plish . If they can show in which way an equal average
rate of profit can and must come about , not only without a
violation of the law of value , but by means of it, I am
willing to discuss the matter further with them. In the mean-
time , they had better make haste . The brilliant analyses of
this Volume II and its entirely new conclusions on an al-
most untilled ground are but the initial statements prepar-
ing the way for the contents of Volume III , which develops
the final conclusions of Marx's analysis of the social process
of reproduction on a capitalist basis . When this Volume

III will appear , little mention will be made of a certain
economist called Rodbertus .

The second and third volumes of "CAPITAL " were to be
dedicated , as Marx stated repeatedly , to his wife .

FRIEDRICH ENGELS .

London , on Marx's birthday , May 5 , 1885 .


