TESTIMONY ID: 1220

AGE: 32

AGE RANGE: 31-35

GENDER: f

MARITAL STATUS: married

REGION: Zaporizhzhia region

OCCUPATION STATUS: Occupied (as of the time of writing)
FORCIBLY DISPLACED: Yes

EDUCATION: Higher education (Expert, Master)

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2022-10-23

DATE RANGE: 2022 Fall

DESCRIBE YOUR EXPERIENCE OF THE WAR (ENG) :

The war came, as it did to everyone else on 24.02.22... We are residents
of the Zaporizhzhia region. It was a typical scheduled work day where my
husband and I went to work, and the kids went to school. We woke up
around 5 in the morning from a deafening rumble... these were rockets
flying past us. It was terrifying. Immediately, parents' chats started
writing, "War, people, we are all sitting at home," Since I worked in
self-government bodies, I had to go to work. Our children stayed at home.
There was an intense panic at work; we began to receive instructions from
the top management, and we were brought summonses from the military
headquarters so that we could quickly distribute them among the people.
The people began to panic; there were long queues at gas stations, an
incredible number of people at ATMs, and store counters began to empty
instantly. People bought everything. The first day went by, and the
second. From the news, we learned about terrible events. The occupiers
began to enter cities, towns, and villages. There were shootings,
explosions, confrontations between our soldiers and the occupiers... The
first equipment with the inscription "Z" began to appear in the
village... It was terrifying and exciting. For the first time, people
came to them and resisted with their bare hands without weapons. People
went to rallies in support of Ukraine. But when the situation became more
acute, they threatened massacre; then, people began to fear for their
lives. This is how life in the occupation began... There were
interruptions in the supply of fuel, food, and medicine. The counters
were simply empty; if anything, they cost many times more, people ran out
of cash, it was almost impossible to withdraw money from banks, and later
the banks stopped working. The authorities began to be forced to
cooperate. Abductions of non-convicts began, who were taken to unknown
places, tortured and interrogated there. This kind of life in our family
lasted about 2 months until we decided to leave. The turning point was



when the occupiers came to our house with search guns. It is unknown what
they were looking for because we are ordinary people. We have 2 young
daughters at home. After that, it became scary for the girls' lives. We
packed the most valuable things, took our dogs to the shelter, and were
ready to leave. We found a volunteer who helped us. He gave instructions
on how to drive through Russian roadblocks. It was terrifying; we did not
understand whether our decision was correct. We passed 28 blocks of orc
posts. They behaved in different ways; some asked provocative questions,
some looked at the phones of women and children, and God forbid there
would be something about Ukraine or offensive about them. Phones and
money were taken from some, men were stripped, tattoos looked at, and
valuables were taken. Military equipment of the occupiers, with rockets,
weapons, and tanks, was constantly driving very fast along the road. The
sounds of explosions could be heard somewhere. Through the fields were
their trenches. When we already saw the Ukrainian flag and our boys
approached the car with the words "Glory to Ukraine," we burst into tears
and could not believe our eyes that we were on free land under the
protection of our boys. This is how our new life at this stage began. We
arrived in the city of [CITY2] and found housing and work. In the
beginning, it wasn't easy because we spoke in Russian. There were
situations when people attacked with bad words and accused the war
because of us. But we understand that this is not the case. We are
unlucky to have such neighbours... We still have a lot to go through, but
we are strong. Let's hold on, appreciate life, and believe in Victory and
the Armed Forces! Everything will be Ukraine!
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ONMIIITE CBIM IOCBIN IEPEXVBAHHA BIVHN:

Birima npwmrimia, gK 1 mo Bcix 24.02.22... Mm mMemkxanui 3anopissxol objacTi.



le OyB 3BMUAMHMY 3allJIaHOBAHMM pPOOOUMIM HOeHb, KOJIM MM 3 YOJIOB1iKOM MIEMO Ha
poboTy, OiTKM OO WKOJM. [IPOKMHYJIMCS MM HeChb O 5 paHKy Bin nyxe CUIJIBHOTO
TyJy.., lUe Oynm pakeTu, skl npojiTanm noB3 Hac. ByJjio myxe cTpamwHOo. Ompasy
faTbKiBCHK1 uyaTu novasam nmcaTu ,,BiMHa, JwoOou, CcuIMMO BCi Bmoma,, Tak gk
K IpalpoBajla B OpraHax CaMOBPAOyBaHHsS, TO Tpeba OyJyio MTuM Ha pobory. IiTwm
3aummMiImncs BOooMa. Ha pobori OyJja cuibHa IaHlika, MM IoYaJiM OTPUMYyBATHU
BKaziBkyu Bip BMWOIO KepiBHMIUTBa, HaM IPMHECJIM [NOBIiCTkM 3 BilMcCbkoMaTy, moO
MM I1X WBUOKO PO3HOCUJIIM IO JIOOSX. B Haponml mouajyiacsa naHika, Ha 3alpaBKax
Oynmu Benmukl uyepru, B OaHKOMaTax HelMOBipHa kinbkicTb Jomelt, OpUIIaBKU
MarasuH1B [oYaJiM MUTTEBO OIIyCTOWyBaTucCcs .JIOM CKYIOBYBaJiM BCe.

Mo nepumit meHb, AOPYIMi.. 3 HOBMH Iis3HaBaluca OpPO CTpamHi momii.
OkynaHTM ToYayiM 3axXOOMTM B MicTa, cejuma, cejla. Micuaumm OynM CTPiJISHUMHMY,
BUOYXM, TNPOTUCTOSHHS HAWMX BOIHIB Ta OKYINAHT1B ..

B ceymmi nouanu 3'gBiaaTuUCa nepma TexHika 3 HamnmcoMm "Z"...le ByJyo nyxe
CTPpamHO 1 XBUJIBOBAHO. IlepumyM YacCOM JIOOM BUXOIOUJIM IO HMX 1 MOIPOTUCTOSIIMU
TonuMM pykamm 6es3 306poi.. JoOoM BUXOOMIJIM Ha MIiTMHTM, B NiOTPUMKY YKpaiHu.
AJjle KOJIM BXe CUTyallis crTaja O1Jbll I'OCTPOK, MNOTPOXYyBaJIM PO3MNPAaBOK, TO JIOOU
cranu 0oaTUca 3a CBOE XMTTA. Tak 1 mouasocd XMUTTS B okKynaumii...

[louaymcsa nepeboi 3 NOCTABKOKW IajiMBa, Xapdie, Jikie. IlpuiaBku OyJM MHPOCTO
nycri, gxmo mochk i OyJyio, TO KowTyBasiM B OaraTo pasliB mopoxdue, I'OTiBKa B
JII0OEN 3aKlHuyBajiacs, 3HATK Tpomi B OaHkax OyJiO Mamxe HEMOXJIMBO, a 3IT'0IOM
i GaHKM NPUNMHUIIM CBOK pPOBOTY.

Bilamy nodasiM 3MyllyBaTy OO chiBmnpaui. Iloyanmcs BUKPaOeHHS He CKOPEeHUX,
AKMX YBOBWUJIM He BiOooMO KyOM, TaM KaTyBajM, 1 IonpauyBaliu.

Take XMTTS B HamWilM poIMHl TpuBajyo Iech 2 Micguil, NIOKM MM He BUPlMIM
BUIXIXKaTK. TOUKOKW 3OBUIY CTAJO, KOJM OO HAWOTO OYOMHKY 3aMIiJIM OKYIaHTU 3
aBToMaTaMM OJsg ofmyky. lo mykajgu He BimoMo, axe MM 3BMYAMHI JioOM, B IOMI
2 MasoJiiTHi moHbkM. I[IiCJsg LUBOTO CTAJIO CTPAWHO 3a XMUTTS OiBuyaT. Mm 31bpanm
Hanuinuime, BipgBesyM Haumx cod®ak »o npuory, 1 Oynm rorori mo Bmizmy. Mu
SHaMuIM BOJIOHTEepa, SKMM OonoMir HaMm. BinH mae BkasiBkM, gk Tpeba IxaTu
yepes OJIOKIOCTHM pocisH. le OyJjio OyXe CTpamHO, MM He PO3yMijm, uu
IpaBUJIbHE Halle pilleHHd.

My npoixanm 28 OJIOK NOCTiB OpkiB. BoHM Benmu cebe 1o pisHOMY, XTO 3amaBab
npoBOKaninui nmMTaHHsA, XTO OMBUBCHA TejieboHm y xiHok, 1 miTelr , i He mam
foxe Tam OyIe WOCH IPO YKpalHy, abo obpasiMBe NP0 HUX. Y IOedKUxX 3abupanimu
TeseboHM, TPpowi, UYOJOBI1KIB po3maraim i1 IMBUIMCSA TaTylOBaHHSA, 3adbupalin
UiHH1I peui. IIo mopo3i NOCTiMHO OyXe WBMIAKO ixajla BiMcbkoBa TexHika
OKYINaHT1B, 3 pakeTamyu, 30poe€n, TaHKaMM. JeCb IOHOCUJIMCS 3BYKU BUOYXiB.
Kpisp no nomam Oynam IxX OKOIM.

Komu Mm Bxe nodaumim yKpalHCbKUM Opanop 1 Hami xgonui nimgifmumm mo MammHM
31 cmoBamm "CrnaBa Yxkpaini", To MM posmyaxkaimuca 1 He Bipwuim cBOiM ouawm, WO
MM Ha B1JIbHiM 3eMyili nim 3axmMCTOM HalMX XJIOMII1B.

Tax 1 nouasyiocs Halle HOBe XMUTTS Ha IaHHOMY eTamni. Mm npuixanmm B MicTo
[MICTO2], 3HavmaM XuTJjo, pobory. Ha mouaTky OyJo OyXe Baxko, 60 Mu
POBMOBJIANM Ha POCiMChKiM MOB1i. ByBanu cuTyauii, kKoau JOOM HaOamaay 3
IoraHMMM cJjioBaMM 1 3BMHYyBauyBajM, WO BiliHa uepes Hac. Ajle X MM pos3yMieMmo,
mo lle He INPUYUOMYy, HaM OIPOCTO He IMOWACTMIIO MaTM Takux cycizmis... Ham me
faraTo 4yoro HNOBENEeTLCS IIEePexXmuTy, ajle MM CUMJIbHI .

To X TPMMaeMOCh, L1HyeMO xmuTTs, Bipwmmo B Ilepemory 1 3CY! Bce 6Byne
YxpaiHa!
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