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complete elaboration of Volume II and dates from the
year 1870. The notes for the final revision , which I shall
mention immediately , say explicitly : "The second elab-
oration must be used as a basis ."
There is another interruption after 1870 , due mainly to
ill health . Marx employed this time in his customary
way , that is to say he studied agronomics , agricultural

conditions in America and especially Russia , the money
market and banking institutions , and finally natural sci-
ences , such as geology and physiology . Independent

mathematical studies also form a large part of the numer-

ous manuscripts of this period . In the beginning of 1877 ,
Marx had recovered sufficiently to resume once more his
chosen life's work . The beginning of 1877 is marked by
references and notes from the above -named four manu-
scripts intended for a new elaboration of Volume II , the
beginning of which is represented by Manuscript V ( 56
pages in folio ) . It comprises the first four chapters and is
not very fully worked out . Essential points are treated in
foot notes . The material is rather collected than sifted , but

it is the last complete presentation of this most important
first section . A preliminary attempt to prepare this part
for the printer was made in Manuscript VI (after October ,
1877 , and before July , 1878 ) , embracing 17 quarto pages ,
the greater part of the first chapter . A second and last at-
tempt was made in Manuscript VII , dated July 2 , 1878 ,
and consisting of 7 pages in folio .
About this time Marx seems to have realized that he would

never be able to complete the second and third volume in
a manner satisfactory to himself , unless a complete revolution
in his health took place . Manuscripts V-VIII show traces
of hard struggles against depressing physical conditions far
too frequently to be ignored . The most difficult part of the
first section had been worked over in Manuscript V. The
remainder of the first , and the entire second section , with the
exception of Chapter 17 , presented no great theoretical diffi-
culties . But the third section , dealing with the reproduction


