TESTIMONY ID: 1542

AGE: 55

AGE RANGE: 51-55

GENDER: f

MARITAL STATUS: married

REGION: Ternopil region
OCCUPATION STATUS: Never occupied
FORCIBLY DISPLACED: no

FAMILY TRAUMA: Holodomor

EDUCATION: Higher education (Expert, Master)
DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2023-03-18

DATE RANGE: 2023 Spring

DESCRIBE YOUR EXPERIENCE OF THE WAR (ENG) :

Shortly before the war, my father and my husband's mother died. Now, this
thought does not leave me: it is good that they did not learn about the
events of February 24th, 2022, and all the subsequent ones - in [CITY1l],
[CITY2], [CITY3], [CITY4]. It is terrible that they died, but the war
seems to facilitate their departure, which is wrong.

I constantly remember the murdered people, children and mothers in the
basement - it's challenging, and I feel sorry for them, but I can't
change anything. My friends and I feel powerful and destructive feelings
due to personal hatred of the attackers. After all, we consider ourselves
humane and good; and now the main feeling is injustice, anger, and the
desire to take revenge on enemies.

My heart breaks for those who have suffered losses. These people lived,
prepared for something good, whitewashed their houses, washed the
windows, and then suddenly, they were left on the burning ground and had
to bury their relatives there. I can't watch and listen to the news
without tears: it has become a habit to scroll through the news feed in
the middle of the night, and if I miss some events at the front due to
being busy at work during the day, I feel guilty.

The guilt is heavy because of everything. I can't be in the ranks of the
defenders, I can't help physically as a volunteer because of my
disability, and we barely make ends meet financially so I can't
contribute much to the Armed Forces. I don't even go to the hospital to
be treated because I think the fighters need more beds now.

It also bothers me a lot that I have distant family, classmates, and
fellow students in Russia. I don't communicate with them, but I
considered myself guilty for not telling the truth back in 2014. I tried,
but it was almost impossible to talk to them. It was incredibly



unpleasant to find out that my third cousin had gone to the Crimea on
vacation: yes, as if she could not do this before. Yes, as if the little
green men and the war in my country bring her pleasure.

It is incredibly disgusting to think that my distant relatives could be
among the attackers.

And at the same time, my closest relatives - my daughter and
granddaughter - are forced to stay in another very distant country. It's
hard for them, and I can't do anything to help even with my little
granddaughter who I have never held in my arms. I try not to express my
sadness and I hide tears even from those closest to me because I am lucky
to live in a remote town, so I should be happy. However, I have not
experienced joy for a long time because it is impossible to be happy when
there is trouble in the country. I believe in victory, but I know that
the road to it is still tough and bloody. And every day in our region,
soldiers are buried, and widows and orphans remain. How difficult will it
be for us to restore our Motherland...
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ONMIIITH CBIV LOOCBIJ IMEPEXVBAHHSA BIVHMN:

Hezamorro pmo BiluHmM noMep Mil ©aTbko, a HDOTiM — MaTM MOIT'O uYojioBika. Tenep
MeHe He IMOoJMIlae IOyMka: nobpe, MmO BOHM He IisHaIMcsa NOpo nomii 24 JmoToro
2022 porky 1 Bci HacTynHi - y Byui, Toctomeni, XepcoHi, BaxwumyTi.. le
IOTaHoO, WO BOHM IIOMEPJIM, ajie BilMHa HiOM noJjermye ixHiM Binxim, a ue
HEeNpPaBUJILHO.

[locTiMHO 3Tranyin 3aMOPIOBaHMX Jiomer, niToxk i1 moponmine B nimmaji — ue
HAaO3BUUYAMHO Baxko, 1 mkoma ix, ajie 3MiHMTM HiUuOoTO He MOXy. Ham3BMUaAMHO
CUJIbHA 1 HOeCTPYKTMBHI BiguyTTsa uepes 0CoOMCTY HEHABUCTH IO HAllaOHUKI1B
Bimuypano s i Mol mpy3i. Amxe MM BBaxaynu cefde I'yMaHHMMM, OOOPMMM, a Ternep
yce yacTime T'OJIOBHE BiOuyTTs — HecCcHpaBeIJIMBiCTb, 3JicTb, OaxaHHS [IOMCTHU
BOpOTaM.



KpaeTbca ceplue 3a TUX JIOOEM, WO 3as3HalM BTpPaT. e X JIoOVM XUJIM, I'OTYyBaJIMCH
OO Yoroch mobporo, OijamiaM OO Iacky xXaTu, MWIM BlkHa, a IIOTiM OOHOMOMEHTHO
3aJIMILMIIMCSA Ha 3rapumi 1 TaMm Xe MyCuIM XOBaTM CBOIX pimHux. He moxy 6es
CcJIi3 muBUTHUCA 1 CJlyxaTM HOBMHM, ajJle BOIOHOYAC 1 He CJlyXaTM He MOXYy: BXe
CTaJioO 3BMUKOK Cepell HOUl TropTaTM CTPiduKy HOBMH, a SKIO [IPOTATOM OHS
IPpONyCKal Yepes 3aHATiCcTb Ha pobori sgxice nomii Ha ¢poHTi, BiguyBawo
IIPOBUHY .

[IpoBMHa TAXle uepe3s yce: g He MOXy OyTM B JlaBax 3axXMCHUKIB, He MOXY
nornoMor'Tr Qi3MUHO 4K BOJIOHTEepka uYepes MOK 1HBaJimHiCTH, MM JieIBe S3BOIMMO
kiHl 3 kiHogamm GiHAHCOBO, TOMYy S He MOXy Oarato moHaTuTu Ha 3CY. 4
HaBiTb He Jigrawn B JiikapHio, mob niznikyeaTucs, 60 moymawn, mo Oiniam
noTpibHimi 3apas Jixko-micls.

MeHe Inyxe MydYae TaKOX, WO B poclii B MeHe € Jajleka POoIMHAa, OIHOKJIACHUKU,
OIDHOKYPCHUMKM. He cnimkyiocs 3 HuUMMK, ajle BBaxail cebe BMHHOWL, WO He IOHECJa
npaBny Tomi, y 2014p. Hamaramnacs, ajieé T'OBOPUTKM 3 HUMM HPAKTUUIHO
HeMOXJMBO. OcoBimBo OpuIko OyJo Ois3HaTMCHS, WO TPooplIHa cecTpa 3 pallky
noixajya BinnoumBaTM B KpuM: Tak, Haue®TO paHime BOHA LBOT'O He MOIJIA
3pobuTtn. Tak, HiOm 3ejyeHl yosyoBiuxm 1 BiMHa B MOINM kpalHl OpMHOCATE IN
3aIOBOJIEHHS .

HelimoBipHO OpPMIOKO OyMaTM, WO B UYMCJIl HamagHMKiIB MOXyTb OyTM MOI majeki
ponmui .

A pazoMm 3 TMM MOI1 HaupimHimi - mouka 1 OHykKa - BMMyHlIeH1 nepebyBaTu B
iHmi, myxe manexkii kpaini. IMm Baxko, 1 A HiumM He MOXy momoMorTu. HamBiTse
MO KPUMX1TKYy-OHYKY s lle XOOHOT'O paly He TpumalJla Ha pykax. Hamaramoch He
BMKA3YBATK CBiM CcyM, XOBamw CJbO3M HaBiTh Binm Hamdbmmwxumx, 60 MeHi
IOMACTUMIIO XUTM y TMIJIIOBOMY MiCTeuky, OTXe, s Maw paniTu, ajie pamgocTi He
repexmpajia BXe IaBHO, 00 HEMOXJIMBO paniTu, koju B kpalHl 6ima. Bipo B
mepemMory, ajie 3Hao, WO WISAX IO Hel me OBIMM 1 KpuBaBuM. 1 WOIHSA B HaWin
oBJjlacTi xXOBaWTbL BOIH1B, 3alIMmWalTbLCSA BOOBM 1 cupoTM. fAK Xe Baxko Oyme HaM
BiOHOBJIOBATM Hamy BaTbKiBIMHY. . .
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