TESTIMONY ID: 1574

AGE: 21

AGE RANGE: 21-25

GENDER: f

MARITAL STATUS: single

REGION: Vinnytsia region
OCCUPATION STATUS: Never occupied
FORCIBLY DISPLACED: yes

FAMILY TRAUMA: Other

EDUCATION: Higher education (Bachelor)
DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2023-05-04

DATE RANGE: 2023 Spring

DESCRIBE YOUR EXPERIENCE OF THE WAR (ENG) :

Hello. I am from [CITY1l]. Compared to other cities in Ukraine, you might
think [CITY1l] got it less, but everything is relative.

My parents were the first to wake up and argue loudly about something. As
it turned out, there was already a war in Ukraine. The argument between
my parents was that my father, who is Armenian by nationality, insisted
that my mother and I go to his relatives in Armenia. In contrast, my
mother said we would not go anywhere without him.

I thought [CITY1l]’s advantage was its geography, that we had no border
with Russia... It turned out that the proximity of the Odesa region and
the sea was just as much of a threat. I just didn't acknowledge the navy
or the limits for missiles in my panic.

We hadn't gone to Armenia initially as we thought everything would be
fine. We thought they were just scaring us, forcing us to make some kind
of decision about Donbas.

Neither my mother nor I stopped talking on the phone while my Dad went to
find out what he could do and decided what we would do.

I talked to my close friends and most of them were already planning to
leave Ukraine. Most of them were those with children and "old people" but
there were also a couple of female ex-friends, although I have no right
to blame them, who had a stupid chance to go to Europe for a long time
and get married there. It does happen.

Relatives on my father's side called us every day and persuaded us to fly
to Yerevan but we were waiting.

In the early days, my mother and I prepared an "emergency suitcase" with
documents, medicines, and a bag of food and water for a day or two.

On the 29th of March, my dad joined the Ukrainian Armed Forces as a
sergeant. He served in the army as a tank driver. After he called us, I



was surprised to find out that many Armenians serve in the Armed Forces
and defend us together with Ukrainians. My mother and I were left alone
on the farm. The only thing we were waiting for was my dad's call.

In March, my full-time studies ended. I started studying online. Everyone
probably knows that during the war, you must buy inexpensive and
nutritious food whenever possible! My grandmother also told me about
matches, salt and soap. Despite the long queues, my mum and I bought as
much as possible.

We spent more time in the telegraph, reading news about the war while
still in shock. But upon watching videos and reports from the Chernihiv,
Sumy and Kharkiv regions, we realized it would not end quickly.

With the curfew in place, we went out less and less every day.

I remember that the first "arrivals" were from the sea. It was horrible.
But we still did not see the enemy's eyes, like the residents of Mariupol
or Kherson. The city and its suburbs were empty. Most people went to
Moldova, away from the war and then you could decide where to go next.
Most of the missiles and drones were flying through [CITY2] and us. Of
course, Bucha shocked us and stunned us. Only Hitler's fascists were more
cruel.

My dad and mum were constantly fighting because my dad wanted to send us
out of Ukraine, and my mum said she wouldn't leave without him. The
turning point happened in autumn when the Nazis started bombing our power
stations without electricity or communication for weeks. "Something will
happen to you, and I won't even recognize you" she said, but we managed
to persuade her. My mother and I flew to Yerevan via Chisinau at the end
of November. My relatives in Armenia were shocked when I ran into the
corridor at every sound of the plane. They had seen war, but they had
never seen a war like the one in Ukraine.

We stayed without my dad for a little over a month. In January, we were
already in [CITY1l]. And we are still at home. Thank God my dad is alive
and defending Ukraine to this day. I now have a part-time job and my
mother is at the farm.

We will win in any case, and we will return to Crimea!!!

Glory to the Armed Forces!
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ONMIIITH CBIV IOCBIJ I[EPEXVBAHHA BIVHMN:

Biraw. g i3 [MICTOl]. Ha Tni iHmmx MicT YKpaiHM MOXHa IOOyMaTM, IO
[MICTOl] micTajiocs MeHme, ajle BCe B1OHOCHO.

[lepmumMy NPOKMHYJIMCS OAaTbBKM ¥ T'OJIOCHO IIPO WOCH CIepedasMca. fK BUABUIIOCH,
B YKpaiHli BXxe wmJjia BiMHa. SK BUABMUIIOCS Cylepeuka 0OaTbkip O6yB y TOMYy, IO
TaTo, BlH 3a HallOHAJIBHICTIO BipMEeHMH, HaIOJIATras, WOO MM 3 MaMOK II0IxaJu
OO MOoTro pommuiB mo BipmMeHii, a MaTu kasaja, o 0e3 HbOTO HiKyOu He
noimemo.

A mymana, wo nepemara [MICTOl] B reorpadii, mo y HaCc HeMa€ KOPIOHY 3
pocien... Busaeuyacs OnmM3bkicTb OmecbKol objylacTi Ta MOpS € Takon X
3arpos0i, S MNPOCTO B HaHini He 3posymiya npo démor. Ta i1 gaxi mexi icHY©OTBH
oJisg paker.

IOo BipMeH1l mokmM mwo MM He noixanau. JyManm Bce oBinmeTbcs, IOMOBJISATHLCS.
OyMany Hac OPOCTO JIAKAKTh, IPUMMYLYITH OO SKOTOCH pimeHHsa mono HoHOacy.
TeneboH He BaMOBKAB Hi1i B MeHe, H1I B mMamMm. TaTo moixapB IOis3HATHCS, IO
3MOXe, 1 BMBHAUUTHUCS, MO POOUTUMEMO .

s nmoroBopmiia 31 cBOIMM ONIM3bKMMM NompyTraMm. BimpmicTe yxe 30upanmcs ixaTu
3 YkpalHu. B ocHOBHOMYy Le Oynu Ti, y kKoro mitm Ta "crapi". Ane Oyrna "
napa BXe KOJMUHIX Hompyr, Xoua S He Mal [IpaBa 1xX 3BMHYyBadyBaTM, SKUM TYIIO
BUMIIAB WAHC MNOI1XaTM HAIOBTO OO E€BPONM Ta BUMTM 3aMix Tam. ByBae ¥ Take.
Pommrui 3 TaToBOTO OOKY IO3BOHMUJIM HaM WOIHSA 1 BMOBJIAIM NPUIIETIiTHM IO
€pera”Hy. Mm uekanm.

Y mepmi OH1I MM 3 MaMOKo IPUIOTyBaj X "TPMBOXHY Bajlizky" 3 HOOKyMeHTaMM Ta
JikamMmM, a Tak caMO CYMKy 3 Ixeln Ta BOIOK Ha IOeHbL-IOBA.

29 BepeszsHsa TaTo nimos mo 3CY cepxaHTOM. BiH ciyxuB y apMil Ta BiH
TaHkicT. IIicjag Toro, 4K B1H HaM O3BOHMB, S 3 INOOMBOM OisHajacd, mo y 3CY
CJIyXaTb 1 pa30oM 3 YKpaiHUAMM BaxXMlaloTb Hac BaraTo BipmeH. My 3 MaMowo
3aJIMIUIINCSA Ha TOCHOIapCTBi1 onmHi. €1mHe, WO MM YeKayM — Le O3BiHka Tara.
Y BepesHl MOe cTallioHapHe HaBUYaHHA 3akiHumiiocs. [loyaBCsa CYU1JIBHMM OHJIAMH.
To mo ninm yvac BivHM Tpeba N0 MOXJIMBOCT1 3aKyNOBYBATUCS MNPOIOYKTaMU
HEeIOpPOIMMM Ta IOXMBHMMM HAIleBHO 3HAaTb yci!? A me 6abycs pos3noBinmaja mpo
CipHMKI/[, Ci.]'[b Ta MMUJIO. MumM 3 MaMoi CKRYyINIMJIMCAa 4K MOIVJIM, He3BaXawndlM Ha
BeJIMUYes3H1l uepru.

My cTanmM OpOBOIOMTM B TejierpaMi Oijipmie yacy, uUMTAaKnuUM HOBMHM PO BiMHY, IpU
UbOMy IepebyBaju e B Woli. Aje OMBISYMCHL Ha Bimeo Ta penopraxi 3
YepHiriBcbekoi, CyMcbkOl Ta XapkiBcbkoi ofJjlacTel po3yMijsm, WO 1Lie He
3aK1HUMTHECA WBUIKO .

He 3BoOJsIikawuM Ha KOMEHIAHTCBHKY TOIMHY, MM 3 KOXHMM OHEM BUXOIMIIM Ha
BYJIMLIO BCe pimume.

Ax a nam'sarao, nepuwi "npunsoTu" Oynm 3 Mopsa. To OyB xax. AJle BCe OINHO MU
He Oaumiy ouel Bopora, sAK xurTeyi Mapiynosas um XepcoHa. MicTo 3
nepenMicrTaM crnopoxHijsio. BimpwicTe noixasm mo MosmoBu, a Tam, nomasii Bing
BiMVHM, MOXHa BMBHAUUTHUCS KyIOMCH Oaji.

BinmpmwicTe pakeT Ta Oe3NiJIOTHMKIB JjieTism uepes [MICTO2] Ta uepes Hac.
3BMUAaMHO X Byua mokyBaJjia Hac, CcTymnop. Xopcrokimi ©Oynm xiba mo oéammcTm
T'iTnepa.

TaTo 3 MaMoOw BeCh yYac JlasJiMcsa Yepes Te, 10 TaTo Hac 13 MaMOwon XOTiB
BionmpaBuTy 3 YKpaihHu, a MaMa kasaja, mo 0e3 HbOTo He noizme. I[lepesioMm



CTaBCs BOCEHM, KOJM PallMCTM nouayny ObomMOapmyBaTKM Halll eJleKTpocTaHUlil Ta
cBimyia Ta 3B'sa3ky He OyJjo TwuxHAMM. "3 BaMy MOCH TpPanmuThbCsa, a s HaBiTb He
Brnisxamo". Mamy BIajiocsa BMOBMTM. HanpukihHuil JjmcTonama MM 3 MaMoo, udepes
Kummuie, Bimmerisnm mo €peBaHy. Pommuil y BipMmeHii OynM mOKOBaHi, KOJIM g Ha
KOXeH 3BYK JiiTaka Tikaja B KOopuIOOp. BoHwm Oauwmnm BinHy, AJIE Takol BimMHWN,
Ak B YKpaliHl BOHM He Oaumin.

[IpoTpuManucs My 0e3 TaTa TPOXM [NOoHAaI Micsaub. Bxe y ciunl Mm Bynm y
[MICTO1l]. I moci Mm BmoMa. CiaBa Bory TaTo XMBUM Ta 3axXuillae YKpalHy OO
cboronHi. { nimpobisin. MaTm Ha TOCHOIapCTBi.

My B Oynb-sgakxoMy pasil nepemoxemo, me ¥ KpuMm nosepHemo!!!

Ciaa 3CVY!
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