TESTIMONY ID: 19

AGE: 18

AGE RANGE: 18-20

GENDER: f

MARITAL STATUS: in a relationship
REGION: Volyn region

OCCUPATION STATUS: Never occupied
FORCIBLY DISPLACED: no

EDUCATION: complete secondary education
DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2022-05-23

DATE RANGE: 2022 Spring

DESCRIBE YOUR EXPERIENCE OF THE WAR (ENG) :

Hello. I'm [NAME1l] and I'm 18 years old. I was born in Ukraine. I live my
life in a small very beautiful village. I have a lot of desires and
dreams at the age of 18, because I am still very young and therefore life
is just "beginning". I am studying to be a teacher, because I love
children very much and I want to bring them up in the future as real
Ukrainian workermen (workwomen). Every day I woke up and lived the day,
not appreciating it and the time, because I thought it would always be
so. But when I woke up on the morning of February 24 from my mother's
words - "[NAMEl], wake up, the war has begun" - at first I did not
understand what she meant ?! No explosions were heard in our area, so we
learned from relatives. After my mother's words, my brain tried for
another 5 minutes to understand the word "war". I never in my life
thought that I would have to go through this (like all Ukrainians). That
day we went to the village to buy flour, my mother felt, so we had
everything in stock, not just flour. I saw then people who were so scared
that it just seemed like the end of the world, people they were just in
despair, they didn't know where to run, what to do, to run away or to
stay at home. For the next 5 days, no one did anything, just my family,
we were all waiting for something, listening to every sound. The reason
for our experience was that we live 40-50 km from the border with
Belarus, hearing and seeing the technology made me sick of fear. Then we
started to return to normal life, because there are always a lot of
things in the village, and it was a little distracting. And my pleasure
has always been and is God, I believe in Him, and from the first day I
believed and prayed to Him, such a prayer that, wherever I was, in what
situations, what trials I did not have to go through to protect me and
shore. I go to the [INSTITUTION1], and since the beginning of the war I
have been going to the House of Prayer every night to pray. One evening
our young people were invited to talk about volunteering, we all



unanimously agreed. And the next day (March 28) we started working. I
never thought that the youth of my church was so friendly and
hardworking, although I knew everyone very well. We gather almost every
day early in the morning and until late at night we prepare various
delicacies (cookies, buns, pies), dumplings, dumplings (our last shipment
in one day made and cooked about 24 thousand and baked 8 boxes of cookies
and about 500 buns), various meat dishes, cutlets, rice, etc. And just
every day, although pre-tired and you still go, because you know that for
Ukrainians it is now very necessary. That's why we are still trying to
help as much as we can. And I thank God for this opportunity. With the
beginning of the war, my values changed dramatically, as did all
Ukrainians. I really appreciate the time with family, friends, loved
ones. I also try to help my neighbours as much as I can. We will
definitely win because we are with God and we are unbreakable.
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ONMIIITEL CBIV OOCBIJ IMEPEXVBAHHSA BIVHMN:

MpmeiT. 4 [IM’41], i meni 18 pokie. Hapommiach g Ha Ykpalhi. IIpoxmuBalo
CBOE XUTTH Yy MaJIEHBKOMY IOyXe uUyIOOoBOMY cejimimi. Y MeHe nyxe Bararo 6axaHb
Ta MpiM y Moix 18, amke s me 30BCiM MoJioma 1 TOMY XMUTTS JIMlle
"poznoumHaeTsCcAa" . S HaBUYAKCh Ha BUMTEJIS, alXe Oyxe Jiobin OiTok i1 xouy ix
BUXOBYBATHU Yy MaMbOyTHBOMY CIPaBXH1X NpaliBHMKIB (HDpauiBHMIB) YyKPaiHIiB.
KoxHOTO mOHS S IpoKMOaJsiaChb 1 MNpPOXuMBAJa OeHb, He IOyXe L1HyoYM MOoTro Ta uac,
TOMY WO s BBaxaja, Wo Oyde Tak 3aBxiou. AJjle, NPOKMHYBUMCHL BpaHii, 24-ro
JIOTOTO B1n MaMmMHMX CJiB - «[IM’f1], npoxmmarcs posnouvajlack BimHa"- s
CroyaTKy B3arajii He 3po3yMija, mo BoHa Mae Ha yBas3i?! He uyTHO OyJjio y
Hamiy MicuepocTi BMOYyxXiB, TOMY MM IOi13HajaMChb Bin pommuiB. [Iicjisga MaMMHMX
cJiiB, Mi¥ MO30K HamMaraBCs e OeCb HACTYIMNHUX 5 XBUJIMH, 3PO3YMiTU CJIOBO
"piHa" .S HiIKOJIM B XMUTT1I He OyMaja, WO le IPpUMIeTbCs MeH1 nepexuBaTU (4K
i Bci yxpaiHui). LpOoT0 IOHA MM NOIxXaJdy IO CMT, IJsA TOTO WOOU KYyNUTU MYKH,



MOS MaMa fSK BlpuyBajia, TOMY Yy Hac Bce 0OyJjio HeobximHe 13 3amacoMm, He OyJo
aume Mykmu.Hd nobaumiia Tomi Jiuomert, ski Oysam Takil HajgkaHi, MmO OpPOoCTOo
31maBajlacb HiOm kiHenb CBiTy, JmooM OpocTo OyJM y po3Iadi, He 3Halu Kyou
OirTH, mwWo podmuTH, TikaTU KYyIOMChH UM 3aJIMIlaTUChL BIOMa. HacCTymHMX Oeckb 5
OH1B, TIPOCTO H1XTO Hiuoro He pobuB, OPOCTO MOS ciMm's, BCli MM UYoTOCH
yekajy, IPUCIIYXOBYBAJMCh IO KOXHMX 3BYK1iB. [IPMUMHOK HAUWOIT'O IIEePeXMBAHHSA e
oysno, Te mo Mm xmuBeMo 40-50 kM Binm KopmoHy 3 Bijopyccio, uyBmM M GaumMBIM
TEXH1KYy MeHe ax HyIWJIO Bin crpaxy. aji Bxe MM po3HodYajiM IOTPOXY
IOBEPTATUCEL IO SBBUYHOTO XUTTS, alXe B CeJl 3aBxiu Oyxe BaraTo cropas, 1 ue
Tpimky BimBepTasyio. A me MOEKn BTixomn 3aBxau Oy 1 € Bor, s Bipw B Hporo, 1
3 [epmoro OHS Bipwia 1 OO HBOT'O MOJIMJIACH, TAaKOK MOJMTBOK MO, e © g He
OyJa, B AKMX CUTyaluliax, Akl BuUNpoOyBaHHS MeH1 He npuymiocs 0 nponTtu, mwod
BiH MeHe OxopoHaB 1 BGepir. g xomkxy mo [IHCTUTLIALl], 1 3 moyaTKoOM BiMHUM 5
moBeuopa XOoOmJjia Ha MOJIMTBM 0O HomMy MOJIMTBM. OOHOT'O Beuopa Hally MOJIOIb
3anpoCuiIiM Ha PO3MOBY HAa PaxXyHOK BOJIOHTEPCTBa, MM BCl OIHOT'OJIOCHO
noromuiMch. I Ha HACTYNHMM OeHb (28 Gepe3Hs)IPpUCTynuiIM IO poboTu.Hd Hikomm
He OyMmajia, WO MOJIOINb MOE€I LEePKBM HACTIiJNbKM IOPYyXHsS 1 IpauboBUTa, xoda £
BCcix 3Haja Oyxe nobpe. Mum Marke monHs 30MpaeMOCh PaHO BpaHUl M 1o ni3HbOIL
HOUl TOTyeMO pPisH1 CMaKOJIMKM ([IeurBO, OYJIOUKM, NOMUPIXKM), BAPEHUKU,
nejgpMeHl (mip yac OCTAaHHBLOI'O HAWOT'O BinnpaBJIeHHS 3a OOMH IOEeHb Hajinwmnm i
3BapuiIM Oau3bkOo 24 TMC. 1 cnexkyim 8 AmmkiB neumBa Ta 6iam3bko 500 OGynouox),
pisui M'scHi cTpaBmu, koTyeTu, puc 1 T. O.. I IOPOCTO WOOHS, XOU BXE
IonepenHso 1 BTOMJIEHMII BCe ONHO MMIOell, TOMYy WO 3BHaell, WO IJig YKPpalHUiB le
3apas Oyxe HeoOximHo. TomMy MM IO LBOT'O YacCy CTapaEMOCh IOIOMAaTaTM THUM,
uyM MOXemo. I g makyl BoroBl 2a TakKky MOXJIMBIiCTBL. 3 MIOYATKOM BiVHM y MeHe
KapIMHAJIBHO IOM1HAJMCH LiHHOCT1, gk 1 y BCcix ykpalHUiB. {d mOyxe L1HYDO
BinTenep yac 3 pimHuMM, Opy3aMM, KOoxaHMM. TakoxX cTapalChk IoloMaraTu
OMVKHIM UMM MOXY. Mum ODOOB'S3KOBO IIEPEMOXEMO, TOMYy WO MM 3 BoroM i Mm
HesJIaMH1 .
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