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passionate about experiencing her cultural
roots. On every vacation to India, she took
lessons in classical music and dance and spent
hours with her grandparents learning about our
ancient traditions and mythologies. Brinda also
spent time with her relatives learning the

traditional arts and crafts of India.
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graduation was the night before she, Vishnu
and Arti left for Toronto to catch the Air India

flight from Toronto on June 22"

Brinda’s Graduation Year book has indelibly
recorded the wisdom of this amazing young
woman who was to join Laurentian University in
the fall of 1985 to pursue a degree in

Physiotherapy. Brinda had written “Only live
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for today, because tomorrow isn’t promised to
you”. How had she figured out this important
truth at such a young age, one wonders, Brinda

was just eighteen years old.
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age of six, she insisted on the Indonesian maids
taking her to the nearby village so that she
could observe the women at their chores,

lending a hand wherever she could.

Arti loved her trips to India and the time she

spent with her grandparents was always so













journey of deep personal and spiritual
transformation, a journey that would in time
reveal dance as the metonym of my existence
and a return to wholeness. My life in dance
became a pilgrimage, a sacred pathway towards
a new revelation of my inner being. As | danced
the poetry of India’s great saint poets, | came to
understand the deep philosophy of my faith and

the profound truths of the cyclical nature of life

June 23, 1985 marked a cataclysmic moment in
the history of Canada. In an event that is seared
in the consciousness of this country, the ugly

and terrifying face of terrorism revealed itself.
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obliterated the magnitude of the Air India
tragedy, and the families of the victims are left
dealing with a great sense of hopelessness,

frustration and betrayal.

IMAGINE coping with a life that has no more
meaning, the torture of the emptiness of your
home, memories of life that was and unrealized
dreams of what could have been. Imagine
never hearing the words 'l Love you' for whom
you devoted your life. Imagine not ever fulfilling
the dreams of a future with family get-togethers,
not ever holding a newborn grand child in your

arms, birthday celebrations and special
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the memories that paralyze you with their

powerful immediacy.

IMAGINE knowing that there will never be
closure, imagine living with a pervasive and
lingering sadness for the rest of your life,
imagine facing happiness with the inevitable 'if
only’, imagine not ever seeing them again.

Imagine never feeling complete again.
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IMAGINE an entire nation that cannot begin to
visualize the horror of the tragedy, their
collective memory of this event dulled by years
of public amnesia and crass sensationalism of
more exciting news. IMAGINE that a nation does
not care or concern itself with a growing threat

of terrorism in their own backyards.

IMAGINE sitting in a courtroom where the legal
proceedings play out clinical and academic

arguments, and we the victims families feeling
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allow history to repeat itself.

Only this past week, we have witnessed the
outcome of the Maher Arar inquiry. Justice
O’Connor has made public the mishandling of
the Arar case by the RCMP. How is that )
Canadians have been led to believe that since |
the 1985 Air India bombing, the existing

inadequacies at that time have been addressed
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possibility of a three-judge system
> Review of Canada’s immigration and extradition

policies

How can this Inquiry bring hope to lives again,
more importantly, how can we restore faith that
Canada cares about and protects the rights of
its people? How can Canada demonstrate to the
rest of the world that it is a country that upholds
the highest ideals of justice and civil rights and

that it is a beacon to the rest of the world that

35




Canadians. We must commit ourselves to
ensuring that no Canadian ever experiences
what the victims of the Air India bombing
underwent. We must create a Canada that

provides a safe home for all its peoples.
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our country, and to finally uncover the truth.
The Inquiry must not be bound by rigid time
lines, it must be uncompromising in its ultimate
goal of transparency, accountability and an

instrument of making sense of the murder of
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