TESTIMONY ID: 1589

AGE: 19

AGE RANGE: 18-20

GENDER: f

MARITAL STATUS: single

REGION: Kherson region

OCCUPATION STATUS: Occupied (as of the time of writing)
FORCIBLY DISPLACED: yes

FAMILY TRAUMA: Holodomor

EDUCATION: Higher education (Bachelor)
DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2023-06-10

DATE RANGE: 2023 Summer

DESCRIBE YOUR EXPERIENCE OF THE WAR (ENG) :

I don't remember much from the start of the full-scale invasion. My brain
was probably trying to protect me and not remember those traumatic
events. The war greeted me with the occupation of my hometown. Everything
resembled the events of dystopias — people with machine guns checked
people's phones for the presence of information unfavourable to the new
regime and controlled queues of civilians for basic survival products. On
the way to the territories controlled by Ukraine, I met an enemy soldier.
Then, the barrel of the machine gun was directed at me. It's a pity that
no one teaches us how to act in such situations. But their reaction is
impossible to predict; maybe it is the same famous "Russian roulette"?

Between the checkpoints of foreigners on our land, I watched as the
godmother clutched her cross in her hands until she blushed while my
mother whispered a prayer. Before that, I did not notice how every
village in Ukraine had a consecrated cross before the entrance. And we
were baptized in front of each of them. Not so much because they are
pious, but because this is the only thing that could be hoped for at that
time when you can be shot for saying the wrong word while rockets are
flying nearby, and no one will know about it. Maybe this is the famous
"Russian roulette"?

What struck me about this apocalypse was the sky. On one side, it was
densely filled with almost black clouds; on the other, it was clear,
orange, with a bright sun that indicated the setting sun. Then, I thought
it was quite poetic. "Light will overcome darkness” and the free sun will
rise over Ukraine.



HOMEP CBIJOUEHHA: 1589

BIK: 19

BIKOBUI/ IIAIA3BO0H: 18-20
CTATBH: X1H

CIMEVHVI CTAH: HeonpyxeHmit/a
OBJIACTb: XepcoHCbka 06JacCThb

OKYIOBAHICTL TEPUTOPIN:
OkymnoBaHl Ha MOMEHT HAalMCAaHHS

[NEPEMINEHA OCOEBA: Tak
OCBITA: BuIla Oaz3o0Ba (DakxajaBp)
IJATA OIIMTYBAHHA: 2023-06-10

[IpoMixXOK Uacy: 2023 JliTo

ONMIIITE CBIM IOOCBIM IEPEXVBAHHA BIVHN:

"J Majyio yoro mnaM’ garapn 3 [I0YaTKy I[IOBHOMACWTaOHOI'O BTOPI'HEHHS, HAIleBHO, M1
MO30OK HaMaTaE€TLCS BaAXUCTUTY MeHe ¥ He 3TalyBaTy T1 TpaBMaTHMUH1 nomii.
BimHa sBycTpijsla MeHe okynauiewn pimHoro MicTa. Yce HaramyBaJjio momii
AHTMYTON1NM — JoOM 3 aBTOMaTaMM IepeBlipanm TesnedoHM Jomey Ha HasSBHICTH
HeBUI1iOHOI HOBOMY pexuMy iHbopmallil, KOHTPOJIOBANIM UYepI'M LUMBIIBHMX 3a
6as30BMMM MPONYyKTaMy Ha BMXMBAHHA. [naxoM Ha NiOKOHTPOJIBHI Ykpairni
TEPUTOP1l 8 3ycTpijacsa HODJIAIOM 13 BOpPOXMM BiMcbkoBMM. Tonil IOyJsio aBToMaTa
OyJio HamnpaeJjieHe Ha MeHe. llkoma, WO HiXTO He BUMTH, AK BUMHATU B TakKUX
cuTyauiax. Ta IxHIO peaklllio HEMOXIMBO IepelfauuTh, MOXe lLe 1 € Ta cama
CJIaBHO3B1lCHa «pocilickka pyJeTka»?

Mix OJioKHIOoCTaMM UYyXMHII1IB Ha HamiM 3eMJil g OMBMUIIACS, SK XPelleHa CTUCKAE y
pyKax CBiM XpecTMK OO NOUEepBOH1HHSA, a MaMma MOMeNKM YuTae MOJUTBY. o
LIbOT'O 4 He IoMiuajia, £K KOXHe CceJlo YKpalHM Mae Hnepel B’ 13I0M OCBSUEHUM
XpecT. A MU M XPECTUJIMCH Iepen KOXHMM 3 HMX. He CKiJbkM TOMy, WO HaOOXHI,
a ToMy, WO lLie €IMHe, Ha WO Tonl Morja OyTM Hanlis, KoM IOecb Tebe MOXYThb
POBCTPiNaTK 3a HENpPaBWJIBHO CKasaHe CJIOBO, a lie OecCh IopydY IpOoJiiTanTb
pakeTr. I HIXTO IOpo le He OisHaeTbcsa. Moxe Le 1 € Ta cama CJIaBHO3BicHa
«pociricbka pyJseTka»?

o BpasmilO MeHe y LbOMy alokajincmuci — ue HeBo. 3 omHOTO BOKYy BOHO OyJIO
TYyCTO 3aloOBHEHe Malfke UYOPHMMM XMapamy, a 3 1Hmoro OyJo uMCTHUM,
noMapaHdYeBMM, 13 SCKpaBMM COHLIEM, MO BKa3yBajlo Ha 3axin counus. Tomi s
rnogyMmarsa, Mo lie IOCUTB [MOeTUUHO. «CBiTyo nepeMoxe TeMpaBYy». A Han
YkpalHOKO BCTaHe BlJjibHe CcoHUe. "
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