TESTIMONY ID: 1606

AGE: 43

AGE RANGE: 41-45

GENDER: f

MARITAL STATUS: single

REGION: Kharkiv region

OCCUPATION STATUS: Deoccupied (as of the time of writing)
FORCIBLY DISPLACED: yes

FAMILY TRAUMA: Other

EDUCATION: Higher education (Bachelor)
DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2023-07-29

DATE RANGE: 2023 Summer

DESCRIBE YOUR EXPERIENCE OF THE WAR (ENG) :

I discovered a Russian missile destroyed my house while I was abroad.

I did not eat or sleep for a week.

Alone in a small room in a Polish dormitory, I could not allow myself to
cry because of the pain that was grinding my heart.

Crying was not a luxury available to me.

The interior walls were so thin that I could hear everything my
neighbours talked about.

And what could the Ukrainian refugees talk about? About dead relatives,
about the tortured childhood of young Ukrainians, about how difficult it
is to live in a foreign land, with the constant feeling that you are
already fed up with everyone in a foreign country.

And I wanted to speak, shout about the ominous message from the neighbour
that my home (my parent's house), is no longer there and was burned and
destroyed by yesterday's brothers.

But there was no one to talk to. I had neither close people nor good
acquaintances abroad.

Everyone kept to their own family and lived as families. So nobody cared
about me, a single woman.

In my not-quite-42 years, I have never drank as much alcohol as I drank
that evening.

I wanted to forget and fail so that those terrible thoughts about the
burned past life that remained in the Motherland would not oppress my
soul.

Then there was another evening of drunkenness, then another and another,
until one day I looked in the mirror and saw in front of me a neglected,
55-year-old woman, that had aged.

I killed myself. And finally, I realized it.



The psychologist at the refugee aid point helped me understand what
exactly I needed.

I was terribly drawn to my home.

I needed to say goodbye to the past and figure out what to do next.

So I went.

Before my arrival, no one had sorted out the ruins of the farm.
Therefore, I saw all the horror with my own eyes.

This was not my home. It was someone else's house in place of my house.
I spent the night at my neighbours'.

The next day, the entire street was cleared of debris.

Everything was foggy. I collected the remnants of my past life that
survived. I put them in dusty bags without understanding why. Where will
I take it all: leftover dishes, a shelf from the bathroom, smoky, dirty
towels, a ruined fur coat, which I spent 2 years saving money for?

I knew I would not take it all with me, but I collected it.

The ceiling from the kitchen, which had collapsed along with the roof,
was not liftable for us and our neighbors.

I had to involve an acquaintance who had a tractor to remove the rubble,
with the help of which the ceiling was still removed.

A "surprise" awaited us under the rubble.

The dead Russian soldier in military uniform had a machine gun and
documents with him. They began to examine the ruins in even more detail.
Already, with the involvement of the police, another Russian soldier was
found near the tanks.

It turns out that invaders lived in my house. A Russian missile took the
lives of Russian soldiers, this was a paradox.
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[Ipo Te, WO MOK XaTy S3HMIIEHO POCIiMCBKOK pPaKeTOoKn £ IOiszHajack OyBuUM 3a
KOPIOHOM.

TrxneHb B3arajii Hiuvoro He 1jla 1 He cnajna.

Cama, B MaJIeHbK1iM KiMHATi MNOJBCBKOTO TYPTOXMUTKY s HE MOTJIa IO3BOJUTU COOi
mIakaTy Binm OoJio, WO TOUMB MOE Ceple.

le OyJyia He »JocCTylNHa OJIS MEHe PO3Kim — [jJakaTu.

MixkiMHaTH1I CcTiHM OyJM TaAaKMMM TOHEHBKMMM, 1O S UyJja BCe, PO IO I'OBOPSATH
MOI cycimu.

A mpo WO MOIJIM TOBOPUTHK yKpalHcbkil OixenHui? IIpo 3armubimMx pinoHUX, IPO
CTpadueHe OUTUMHCTBO MaJIeHbKMX YyKPalHLU1B, PO Te, SK BaXKO XUTU B UYYyXOMY
Kpai, B NOCTiMHMM BiguyTTsaM, WO BCiM TM BXxe HaOpum B UyXiM KpaidHi.

I mMeHl XOT1iJIOCH TOBOPUTM, KPUUATKM INPO Te 3BJIOBI1CHEe NOBI1NOMJIEHHS Bin
cycima, mo moei moMiBKM, MOe€el GaTbKiIBCBKOI XaTMHM BXe HeMae€, IO BOHA
ofbrniasileHa 1 BHMUIIEHA BUYOpamHiMu OpaTamu.

Ajie ToBopuTH OyJio H1 3 kmM. He OyJjio B MeHe Ha uyxmuH1 H1 OJIMBBKUX JIOIEN,
Hi pmo®pmx BHAVOMUX .

Bci TpmmMmasnmcsa CBOe€l KYINKM, XUJIM poIMHaMM. TOX IO MeHe, CaMOTHBOI XI1iHKMK
HikoMy ocoBamBO nijila He OyJio.

3a cBol He noBH1 42 pPOKM, S HIKOJMM HE Ouja CTIJbKM CIOMPTHOTO, SK BUIMIIA
TOT'O BeYoOpa

Xorijocsa 3abyTucs, NOPOBaluUTUCH, WOO He IaBWIM IOylly T1 CTpallHl OyMKM IpPO
criajieHe MMHYJIE XUTTsS, SKe 3aJMIMJIOCh Ha BaTbkiBmmMHI .

[lorim Oy me ommH Beulp cn'saHinHg, noTiM me i mwe, OOKM ONHOTO IOHA S
TJISHYyJla B IO3epkajio 1 nobaumiia nepen cobow 3aHenbaHy, XiHKY pokirs 55, He
MeHIle, IO InocTapifa.

s BOuBajyia cama cebe. I HapewTli s ne 30arHyJa.

[IcMxXOJIOT 3 MIYHKTY IOIOMOTM OiXeHIIaM OOoIoMOIJla 3po3yMiTm MeHl, wmo came
MeH1 HeoOXimHO.

MeHe CTpAalleHHO TATHYJO IOIOMY .

Meni norpi®Ho OyJyio mompomaTHCs 3 MMHYJIMM 1 30aTrHyTH, IO pobuTM nmaji.

I g noixana.

o MOTO Hmpuisny 3aBajiM T'OCIomapcTBa HixXTo He pos3bupar. ToMmy g nobaumia
BeChb Xax Ha BJIACH1 oui.

Ile 6y He MiM mim. Ille OyB uyxmui OiM Ha Micui Moel xaTu.

BaHouyBajla y cycimism.

HacTynHoro nHsS BCcien ByMLen po3dupaliv 3aBajiu.

Bce Oyyio sk B TyMaHi. A 36upaia BajMiKy CBOI'O MUHYJIOTO XUTTsS, MO BUijgijam.
Ckylamasia 1x B 3anmyieHi Mimkm, cama He pozyMioum mmsa yoro. Kymou g noeesy
e BCe: 3ajIMIKM [IOCydYy, [IOJMUYKa 3 BAHHOI kiMHaTKH, OpoauMmiieHi, OpynHi
PYWHMKM, 3incoBaHa mwyba, Ha IOpuObaHHS kol s30upaja I'powil Iobpux 2 POKM.
3Hana, wWo 3 cobow He 3abepy Le BCe, ajle 30mpala.

ObmBaJjieHa, pa30M 3 IaxoMm, CTeJyid 3 KyxH1 1Jg Hac 3 cycimamm OyJa He
1iOMMOMHOIO.

HoBejioca mo pos3OupaHHs BaBaJilB 3ajlydyaTy 3HAMOMOTO, SKUM MaB TPakKTop, 3a
OOTIOMOTOI SKOT'O CTEJIo BCe X BHajioca npubparTu.

A nim 3aBajlamMm Hac uekaB "cioprpus".

MepTBUM POCiMCbKMM COJIIAT B BiMcbkoBiM dopmi mMaB npm cobi aBTOMaT Ta
OOKyMeHTMr. OIJyigamaTy PYyiHM Iodajy e OeTajibHime. Bxe 3 BajlydyeHHAM NOJinii
3HAMIIIM O TAaHKM lle ONHOT'O POCIiMCBKOTO coJjimaTa.

BuaByseTbCcsa B MOIM xaTl xwuim 3arapOHMKM. Pocircbka pakeTa 3adpajia XUTTS
POCiNMChKMX B1lMCBKOBMX. llapaIokcC.

Mos sHuIeHa IOM1iBKa BaTrMHYJa He IapeMHO. BoHa 3abpaja 3 cobon IBOX
OKYIaHTiB. 3 Takow OyMKOH S IIOBEepTajlaChb Haskal, Ha 4YyXuHYy. [ 3HaeTe, MeH1
CTaJIo 3HAYHO Jerme. f nomnpomajiacbk 3 MUHYJIMM. 3 cofon B3sajia JiMIIE BECiJIbHUM



doToanbboM MOix GaThKiB, MmO BLiJ1B Ha MNOJIOBMHY [IbOTO MEH1 OOCTATHBLO.
Binbme Hiuoro He BizbMy 3 CcODOOK B HOBE XUTTS.
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